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Listing of Claims^ 

1. {Currently Amended) A frame assembly for at least one 
object to be displayed, comprising: 

a frame including a ^rorrt retaining panel and a rear panels 
said retaining panel being spaced from at least part of said 
-front rear panel to define a space therebetween for receiving an 
object to be displayed f at least one of said front retaining 
panel and said at least part of said rear panel rear panels 
having a transparent area for viewing said object; 

said -front- retaining panel having a substantially planar 
portion and retaining members formed along edges of said front 
retaining panel including at least two opposed edges of said 
-f ront retaining panel; and 

each of said retaining members including an extension 
portion extending rearward relative to said substantially planar 
portion and an inwardly projecting ridge formed on an inward 
surface of said extension portion, part of said rear panel being 
arranged to fit snugly between said ridges and a rear surface of 
said front retaining panel* 

2- (Currently Amended) The frame asseinbly of claim 1, 
wherein both said front retaining panel and said rear panel have 
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transparent areas for viewing said at least one object to be 
displayed . 

3. {Currently Amended) The frame assembly of claim 1, 
wherein said -front- retaining and rear panels are substantially- 
rectangular, and said retaining members extend along all four 
edges of said front retaining panel, said retaining member along 
at least one of said edges of said front retaining panel 
extending only across a portion of a length of said at least one 
edge of said * H\jnt retaining panel. 

4. (Currently Amended) The frame assembly of claim 3, 
wherein said retaining member along said at least one edge is 
spaced from said retaining members along adjacent edges of said 
^froirb retaining panel to thereby define access openings between 
said retaining member along said at least one edge and said 
retaining members along said adjacent edges. 

5. (Original) The frame assembly of claim 4, wherein 
said rear panel includes fingernail or fingertip grips alongside 
said access openings • 

6. (Currently Amended) The frame assembly of claim 1, 
wherein said ridges are spaced from said rear surface of said 
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front retaining panel by a distance substantially equal to or 
only slightly larger than a thickness of said rear panel such 
that said rear panel fits between said ridges and said rear 
surface of said front retaining panel with only a nominal 
clearance for a thickness of the [[an]] object to be displayed. 

7. (Original) The frame assembly of claim 1, further 
comprising a support device arranged to support said frame in a 
substantially upright position* 

8. (Original) The frame assembly of claim 7, wherein 
said support device comprises a base for supporting said frame, 
said base defining a channel receivable of an edge portion of 
said frame/ said frame being removably attachable to said base. 

9. (Original) The frame assembly of claim 3, wherein 
said base comprises a support wall having a substantially planar 
lower surface adapted to rest on a support surface. 

10. (Original) The frame assembly of claim 8, wherein 
said base comprises a support wall and spaced-apart, parallel 
retaining walls extending upward from an upper surface of said 
support wall and defining said channel therebetween. 
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11. 



(Original) 



The frame assembly of claim 10, wherein 



said base further includes securing means for removably securing 
said frame to said base. 



said securing means comprise a snap^fit rib formed on an inward 
surface of one of said retaining walls facing the other of said 
retaining walls at a position at which it engages a rear edge of 
said extension portion of one of said retaining members on said 
edge portion of said frame when said frame is positioned in said 
channel. 

13. (Original) The frame assembly of claim 11, wherein 
said securing means comprise a snap-fit recess formed on an 
inward surface of one of said retaining walls facing the other of 
said retaining walls at a position at which it receives said 
extension portion of one of said retaining members on said edge 
portion of said frame when said frame is positioned in said 
channel . 

14- (Original) The frame assembly of claim 10, wherein a 
first one of said retaining walls is arranged at a longitudinal 
edge of said base and angled rearward and a second one of said 



12. (Original) 



The frame assembly of claim 11, wherein 
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retaining walls is arranged inward from said first retaining wall 
and angled rearward- 



said base has a substantially semi-cylindrical form and comprises 
a pair of arcuate walls having substantially flat lower edges co- 
planar with one another and upper edges situated opposite one 
another to define said channel therebetween, and side walls 
connected to lateral edges of said arcuate walls, said side walls 
having substantially flat lower edges co-planar with said lower 
edges of said arcuate walls to provide a flat support surface to 
enable said base to be supported on a planar support; said side 
walls each including a cut-out arranged to accommodate said edge 
portion of said frame* 

16. (Original) The frame assembly of claim 15, wherein 
said cut-outs each include a snap-fit portion arranged to receive 
said ridge and an adjoining portion of said extension portion of 
one of said retaining members in said edge portion of said frame 
when said edge portion of said frame is positioned in said 
channel to thereby secure said retaining member at least 
partially between said snap-fit portion and a bottom surface of 
said cut-out ♦ 



15. 



(Original) 



The frame assembly of claim 8, wherein 
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17. (Currently Amended) 



The frame assembly of claim 7, 



wherein said support device comprises at least one prop formed in 
connection with said rear panel along a respective side of said 
rear panel, each of said at least one prop being pivotable about 
a fold or score line in said rear panel between a first position 
in which said at least one prop is situated between said ridge of 
one of said retaining members and said rear surface of said g ro rrb 
retaining panel and a second position apart from said ■fc renrb 
retaining panel to define a support surface at a distance from 
said -front retaining panel. 

18. (Original) The frame assembly of claim 17, wherein 
said at least one prop comprises two substantially triangular 
props - 

19. (Original) The frame assembly of claim 17, wherein 
said at least one prop is flush with a remaining portion of said 
rear panel when in said first position. 

20. (Original) The frame assembly of claim 17, wherein 
each of said at least one prop includes a cut-out to enable 
pivotal movement of said at least one prop from the first 
position to the second position. 
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21. (Original) The frame assembly of claim 17, further 
comprising at least one wall mount integrally formed in said rear 
panel on a side of said rear panel without one of said at least 
one prop, each of said at least one wall mount including a 
projection extending outward from a rear surface of said rear 
panel ♦ 

22. (Original) The frame assembly of claim 1, further 
comprising at least one wall mount integrally formed in said rear 
panel on a side of said rear panel, each of said at least one 
wall mount including a projection extending outward from a rear 
surface of said rear panel. 

23* (Currently Amended) A fram e -for holdin g and dis p laying 
at lea^L inife object to b e displayed, — compri s ing: — a- The frame 
assembly of claim 1, wherein said rear panel havin g has a score 
or fold line and bei*n? is flexible about said score or fold line 
to thereby define j few© first and second interconnected rear panel 
sections, one on each side of said score or fold line , said 
retaining panel __beina spaced from said fi rst rear panel section, 
at least one of said retaining panel and said first rear panel 
section having a transparent area, said first rear panel section 
beincr arranged to__ fit snugly between said ridges of said 
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retaining members on said retaining panel . and a rear surface of 
said retaining panqj, 

g_a.id frame further comprising an additional retaining panel 
spaced from said second rear panel section to define a space 
therebetween for receiving an object to be displayed,, _at least 
one of said additional retaining panel and said second rear panel 
section having a transparent area for viewi ng said object, said 
additional retaining panel , having, _a_sub_s_t_ant_i_a.llv planar portion 
and retaining members formed along edges of said additional 
retaining panel including at least two opposed edges of said 
.additional retaining panel, each of said retaining members 
including an extension p ortion extending rearwar d relative to 
said substantially planar portion and an inwardly projecting 
ridge formed on a n inward surface of said extension portion, said 
second rear panel section being arranged to fit snuglv between 
said ridges and a rear surface of said additional retaining 
panel, 

said t — and a pair of front panels , e ach front pan e l b e in g 
engagabla with a respective erne of said rear pan e l sections, — g- a r ch 
erf said front panels having a p lanar p or t ion - - a n d retaining 
members on said retaining panels being formed along edges of said 
front- p e m e- l ' retaining panels not adjacent said score or fold line 
t — e ach of said retaining members including -an e xtension portion 
extendin g r earward Eclatiuisi fee said planar pui Lion and an 
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inwardly praj a c ting r idg e formed on an inward surfac e of sa id 
e x tension porti - ow ? — a respec t ive one of said 1 r t y a r panel sections 
being arranged to fit snugly between said rxdges and ar-rcar 
sur f ace of said - f r ont p anel, at leas t one of said front and radi 
pa nels havin g a transparent ai ' ea for viewing an object t o be 
displayed . 

24. (Currently Amended) The frame assembly of claim 23, 
wherein said retaining member along at least one of said edges of. 
each of said £rorrt retaining panels extends only across a portion 
of a length of said at least one edge of said -front retaining 
panel and is spaced from said retaining members along any 
adjacent edges of said front retaining panel to thereby define 
access openings between said retaining member along said, at least 
one edge and said retaining members along said adjacent edges. 

25. (Currently Amended) The frame assembly of claim 23, 
wherein said - front retaining panels are slidable over the 
respective one of said rear panel sections relative to said score 
or fold line. 

26. (Currently Amended) The frame assembly of claim 23, 
wherein said retaining members are structured and arranged to 
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enable said frame to be supported by said retaining members on a 
substantially fiat support surface. 

27* (Currently Amended) .The frame assembly of claim 23, 
wherein said rear panel is substantially rectangular, and said 
fr o nt regaining, panels are each substantially rectangular. 

28. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The frame assembly *or 
holdin g and displaying at l e ast ■ one obj -e c t 1 - -t o - be - displayed , of 
claim 1, further comprising: 

an 1 X- shaped f rams said frame comprising f rai rt e - ST5ctionS; — each 
of -said frame sections including a £j.uiiL- panel aaU a rear panal 
spaced from said front panel to de f ine a s p ace therebetween for 
receiving th e at least one object to be displayed, — ar t least- o n e' 
o f - - s a id 1 ■f r on t and rear panels having a transparent window for 
viewing an obj e ct to b e displayed; — said fr o nt p anel havin g a 
substantially planar p o rti o n a n d" - retaining members formed -alon g 
^dg^s— of said r Erc rr t 1 -panel including at l e ast two o p posed edges of 
■ said front panel; — each of said ret aining members including au 
^d ^ TS-r oi r-p or ^r oii - ext e ndin g rearward r elative to said planar 
portion and an inwardly projecting ridge formed on an inward 
surface of said ex t ension portion; — said rear panel b e in g arran g ed 
to fit snugly between said rid ge s and a rear surface of said 
front panel; — and said fram e sections 
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a pair of said frames, eac h of said frames including 
cooperating slots to enable said frame s e cti - cr r s - frames to mate 
with one another to form an 2 shap e X-shaoe . 

29, (Currently Amended) The frame assembly of claim 28, 
wherein a first one of said f rame ' - s- ect - i - o rry frames includes a slot 
extending upward from a lower edge through both said f ront 
re_t_aininct and rear panel©/ and a second one of said fram e 
sections frames includes a slot extending downward from an upper 
edge through both said ^rorrb retaining and rear panels. 

30, (Currently Amended) The frame assembly of claim 28 , 
wherein both said front retaining and rear panels have 
transparent windows for viewing objects to be displayed* 

31, (Currently Amended) The frame assembly of claim 28, 
wherein said fr o nt retaining and rear panels are substantially 
rectangular and said retaining members extend along all four 
edges of said front retaining panels, said retaining member along 
at least one of said edges of each of said front retaining panels 
extending only across a portion of a length of said at least one 
edge of said front retaining panel and being spaced from said 
retaining members along adjacent edges of said f r ont 1 retaining 
panel to thereby define access openings between said retaining 
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member along said at least one edge and said retaining members 
along said adjacent edges. 

32. (Currently Amended) The frame assembly of claim 28, 
further comprising a base, and wherein said base comprises a 
plurality of pairs of opposed retaining walls each defining a 
channel receivable of an edge portion of a respective one of said 
f rai r ui! frames to support said frame- 

33. (Original) The fraitie assembly of claim 32, wherein 
said base further comprises a substantially circular lower 
support, a substantially circular upper support spaced from said 
lower support to define a cavity therebetween, a ring retaining a 
plurality of ball bearings movably arranged in the cavity between 
the upper and lower supports and an inner ring attached to said 
upper support and movable relative to said lower support such 
that said upper support and lower support can rotate relative to 
one another about said ball bearings in said retaining ring. 

34. (Original) The frame assembly of claim 32, wherein 
said base further includes a lower support and an upper support 
rotatably connected to said lower support, said upper support 
defining said retaining walls. 
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35. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The frame assembly for at 
l e as t on e obj e c t --*b o — be displayed of claim 1 , further comprising: 
an intermediate p an e l; 

a front panel and- a r e ar p an e l e aeh spaced from said 
inte r mediat e retaining panel to define a respective space 
therebetween for receiving an object to be displayed, at least 
one of said front and rear retaining panels having a transparent 
area for viewing an object; 

sadd - ar r bermediate p anel having a substantially planar 
portion and r e taining memb e rs formed along edges trf said 
intermediate panel including at least two o ppos e d edges of said 

interm e diat -e -panel; and each o f said retaining memb e rs including 

a rear extension portion extendin g r e arward, relative - to said 
substantially plana r portion and arr-rnwa rdiy projecting ridge 
formed on an inward surface of said rear extension portion/ — said 
rear panel bei ng —arran g ed to fit snugly between said ridg e s o f 
said rear e x tension portion and a rear surface of said 
intermediate pan e l r 

each of said retaining members als o including a front 
extension portion extending forward relative to said 
substantially planar portion and an inwardly projecting ridge 
formed on [ [a] ] an inward surface of said front extension 
portion, said front panel being arranged to fit snugly between 
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said ridges of said front extension portion and a front surface 
of said iiiL^imtddi ' tftre retaining panel. 

36. (Currently Amended) The frame assembly of claim 35, 
wherein said interm e diat e retaining panel and said front and rear 
panels are all substantially rectangular, and said retaining 
members extend along all four edges of said intermediate 
retaining panel, said retaining member along at least one of said 
edges of said intermediate retaining panel extending only across 
a portion of a length of said at least one edge of said 
interm e diat e retaining panel. 

37. (Currently Amended) The frame assembly of claim 36/ 
wherein said retaining member along said at least one edge is 
spaced from said retaining members along adjacent edges of said 
int e rm e diate retaining panel to thereby define access openings 
between said retaining member along said at least one edge and 
said retaining members along said adjacent edges. 

38. (Original) The frame assembly of claim 37, wherein 
said front and rear panels each include fingernail or fingertip 
grips alongside said access openings. 
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39. (Currently Amended) The frame assembly of claim 35, 
wherein said ridges are spaced from surfaces of said front and 
rear panels by a distance substantially equal to or only slightly 
larger than a thickness of said front and rear panels such that 
said front and rear panels fit between said respective ridges and 
said intermediate retaining panel with only a nominal clearance 
for a thickness of the an object to be displayed. 

40. (Currently Amended) The frame assembly of claim 35, 
further comprising a support device arranged to support said 
intermediate retaining , front and rear panels in an substantially 
upright position when said front and rear panels are engaged with 
said In t griaed-x a - t e retaining panels. 
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